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poems from Oisin and The Countess Cath-
leen. That Irish history and legend were
even more important as matter for the
new Irish literature-to-be is stressed in
several of the letters. Between the man
of letters and Old Irish legend lay the
barrier of a very archaic, difficult, and
complicated language. Irish legend had
to wait, in the main, for the scholarship
that was to follow, as it always does, the
creative energy that made the Movement.

IV

What specific use and service Yeats
thought the recovery of this national leg-
end and folk-lore would be to a modern
Anglo-Irish literature is made clear in a
long passage from Ireland's Heroic Age,
beginning:

The first thing needful if an Irish literature more
elaborate and intense than our fine but primitive
ballads and novels is to come into being is that
readers and writers alike should really know the
imaginative periods of Irish history.

Add to the thought of this passage two
sentences from the Irish National Literary
Society, where, speaking of books such as